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Beginning Monday, August 17th, Olympia Fields Country 
Club will host its first U.S. Amateur Championship. It 

is a bit of a surprise that it took the USGA nearly a century 
to bring golf's greatest amateur championship to one of our 
country's most storied clubs. While the club has hosted U.S 
Opens, PGA Championships, a Senior U.S. Open, and nu-
merous Western Opens. Now the 115th U.S. Amateur will be 
contested on the club's North and South courses for the first 
time as its members celebrate 100 years of golf.
 When Olympia Fields was chartered in early 1915, a 
pound of coffee was 30¢, a new car was $500, and a man 
named Woodrow was America's president. While Albert 
Einstein was pitching his new Theory of Relativity to the 
world's great thinkers, Amos Alonzo Stagg, the club's first 
president, named the club as a setting fit for the Greek gods, 
and then he opened Olympia Fields' first 18-hole golf course. 

By the 1920s, the club boasted four championship golf 
courses designed by Willie Park, Jr. and Thomas Bendelow. 
During its Golden Age, nearly 2,000 caddies toting bags 
scurried these courses. 
 Suited for the gods on Mount Olympus, the mas-
sive clubhouse was completed in 1925. The grand English 
Tudor Revival structure would be the world's largest club-
house for many decades to come. The gargantuan edifice 
offered locker rooms that could accommodate 1,000 people, 
included 70 overnight rooms, and provided enough banquet 
space to entertain a village. And Olympia Fields C.C. did 
just that; it became a sabbatical hamlet for Chicago's elite. 
The Illinois Central railroad even adjusted it’s schedule to 
accommodate players looking to play a round of golf after 
work and on weekends. Olympia Fields Country Club, in 
its heyday, included schools, a hospital, an ice-making plant, 
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and a fire station, not to mention a membership that grew 
to over 1,400 individuals before the Great Depression. While 
Stagg and early investors behind the Grand Daddy of all 
private clubs may not have intended to build Olympus, the 
club became the pride of the golfing world and a model for 
private clubs that would raise the bar for planned communi-
ties and country clubs on a colossal scale. 
 Championships are as much a part of Olympia 
Fields' history as its prestige in the golf world. Walter Hagen 
pocketed $500 when the club hosted its first major tour-
nament, the 1925 PGA Championship. Perhaps one of the 
greatest U.S. Opens ever contested was the 1928 national 
championship that saw Bobby Jones, paired with Hagen, 
hiccup during the final round of the 36-hole day. Jones, after 
leading for three rounds, was forced into a 36-hole playoff 
with Johnny Ferrell. This was the first playoff in U.S. Open 
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history. The two men battled like prizefighters on Olympia 
Fields' #4 course. Finally, Ferrell won the match one-up on 
the 36th hole by making a knee-knocking putt. It would be 
Ferrell's only major championship win, while Jones' legacy 
was just beginning, as he would win five U.S. Opens and 
the Grand Slam in 1933 before retiring from competitive golf. 
 Entering golf's modern era, The PGA of America 
brought the 1961 PGA Championship to the North Course 
and Jerry Barber, like Ferrell, won his first and only major 
at Olympia Fields after defeating Don January in a playoff. 
Before Cog Hill and Butler National, the Western Open 
visited Olympia Fields on five occasions over 51 years. 
Beginning with Jock Hutchison's victory in 1920, and on to 
Hagen's Western Open championship in 1927, to Macdonald 
Smith's third Western Open victory in 1933, the south side is 
truly Mount Olympus for the game's greatest players. 
 Jack Nicklaus won back-to-back Western Opens at 
Beverly Country Club in 1967, then added another Western 
title at Olympia Fields in 1968.
 At Olympia Fields, the 115th U.S. Amateur 

follows the 2003 U.S. Open, won by Jim Furyk. The 
Amateur is the oldest championship in golf; moreover, 
professional golf 's greatest champions began their rise 
to fame here. While the consummate amateur Jones 
won five U.S. Amateur titles, Nicklaus has a U.S. Am, 
but Tiger Woods has three that were won consecutively. 
Chicago's connection to this championship dates back to 
C.B. Macdonald’s victory in the first Amateur in 1895. 
Chicago Golf Club has hosted the Amateur four times, 
while North Shore has hosted the event twice, most 
recently in 1983. Before entering the PGA Tour, Matt 
Kuchar collected his U.S. Am championship in 1997 at 
Cog Hill Golf and Country Club.
 This year our nation's amateur championship be-
gins with 312 of the top amateurs in the world. The U.S. 
Amateur Championship is a hybrid of stroke play for two 
rounds on August 17 to 18, then the low 64 scores proceed 
to the grueling six rounds of match play on August 19. The 
most difficult championship in golf ends with a 36-hole 
final match.

 As with the 2013 U.S. Open, 
spectators can relive the past glories on 
Olympia Fields’ hallowed fairways; there 
are only a handful of clubs that can match 
the memories along the North course’s 
beautiful tree-lined golf holes. This is one 
event that is sure to be historic for and 
spectators alike. The next Bobby Jones, 
Jack Nicklaus, or Tiger Woods could make 
their first wave at our nation’s champi-
onship that is being hosted in Chicago’s 
backyard. For ticket information visit 
www.2015usamateur.com. 

115th U.S. Amateur Championship 
Schedule
Olympia Fields Country Club
2800 Country Club Drive
Olympia Fields, IL 60461
Monday, August 17

First round, stroke play at North 
and South courses
Tuesday, August 18
Second round, stroke play at North 
and South courses
Wednesday, August 19
Round One Match Play (64 play-
ers, 32 matches)
Thursday, August 20
Round Two Match Play (32 players, 
16 matches) 
Round Three Match Play (16 play-
ers, 8 matches)
Friday, August 21
Quarterfinals (4 players, 2 matches)
Saturday, August 22
Semifinals (4 players, 2 matches)
Sunday, August 23
36-hole championship (morning and 
afternoon rounds)
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